
LET US HELP 
THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS

TO HELP THE UKRAINIAN PEOPLE

 THE SITUATION 

The voices of the Franciscan friars living on 
the war front reach us with all the inevitable 
anguish. Br Daniel Botvina, Minister Provincial 
of Ukraine, described to us the situation of 
serious difficulty experienced by the friars 
who live in the city of Konotop, occupied by the 
Russians since 24 February. 
“The friars are well and have stayed 
there with the people, not to abandon 
them”. 
Among them is Br Romuald, parish priest of the 
friary of Konotop, who told us about a scenario 
that no one thought possible. The streets 
have become a theatre of war, with armoured 
vehicles that have been knocked destroyed, 
cars set on fire and above all, military and 
civilian victims scattered throughout the city. 

 HERE ARE THE LOCATIONS  
 OF THE FRANCISCAN FRIARIES  
 IN UKRAINE

THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS
IN UKRAINE NEED YOU

The situation is a serious emergency: there is a lack of food, medicine and basic 
necessities. This is why we ask you to stay close to our suffering Ukrainian 
brothers and sisters.
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Read the testimony of Br Massimo Fusarelli, Minister General of the 
Order of Friars Minor, who went to Ukraine in person and saw with his 
own eyes the needs of the suffering people.

Dear Friend, 

during the Easter period, I went to the 
borders of Romania, Western Ukraine and 
Poland. 

During the pilgrimage, I touched - or 
rather I was touched by - the wounds 
of Christ’s passion, especially meeting 
refugees, women with children, orphaned children,  
and elderly people. 

For example, I met an elderly woman in Ternopil in the 

large gymnasium where 107 refugees are housed. The only 

thing she had managed to take with her was beside her:  

a small cage with a small parrot. For her, it is a sign of life, a companion,  

for a lonely woman hundreds of kilometres from her home that no longer exists. 

I was touched by the wounds of Christ, and I was reached - through the people  

I met - by the proclamation of Easter, through the dignity, the desire  

for life for their children, the hope for their people to have a home again,  

to start living again. 

A hope that our Friars Minor do all they can to keep alive. 

When I went to Ternopil and Sbarash to express my 

support, I saw how much they are doing to distribute 
food, medicine and many items for the children. 

The need, however, is still immense, and that 
is why I ask you to continue to support their 
activities so that they can continue to be a light 
of hope and a witness of peace for this suffering 
and strong, indomitable people.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

 
Br Massimo Fusarelli, OFM

OFM Minister General 

 Founder OFM Fraternitas Foundation



Stay close to our war-torn brothers and sisters:  
SUPPORT THE CHARITY PROJECTS  

OF THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS IN UKRAINE

 THE EMERGENCY AID PROJECT

All 16 friaries and 54 Franciscan parishes 
immediately opened their doors to everyone. The 
65 friars present offer answers to basic needs, such 
as a place to spend the night or where to receive 
a meal and the need for a word of comfort. They 
are mostly elderly people, women and children 
who have found themselves helpless in the face 
of the explosion of war on their doorstep. Despite 
their efforts, it is becoming increasingly difficult 
to provide food, medicine and the bare necessities 
for those who have left their homes.

The number of people being cared 
for is increasing, and the friars 
need help.

“I leave you peace, I give you my peace. 
Not as the world gives it, I give it to 
you. Let not your heart be troubled  
or afraid.” (Jn 14:27)

 Br Romuald OFM 

Now more than ever, our Franciscan charism of 
bringing peace and goodness is revealed where there 
is unrest, darkness, and war. The children who come 
to our centres play, watch cartoons and even forget 
that there is a war around. Some adults, perhaps for 
the first time in their lives, experience true peace that 
cannot be achieved through tanks or other weapons 
because we have and believe in the very peace that 
Jesus Christ left:

“

“
FRANCISCAN FRIARS ON THE FRONT-LINE  

BRINGING HELP AND CONSOLATION



Here’s how to support the Franciscan friars in Ukraine

Help the Franciscan friars 
buy and distribute food 
parcels to Ukrainian 
families.

Help distribute medicines, 
hygiene kits and baby 
products to those who have 
lost everything. 

Help the Franciscan friars 
welcome Ukrainian 
families fleeing the fighting.

BONIFICO 
Bank: Intesa Sanpaolo 
Branch: 09606, Piazza della Libertà, 13 00192 Roma - Italia
Account Name: FONDAZIONE OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS 
Account Holder Address: c/o Casa Generalizia OFM, 
Via di Santa Maria Mediatrice 25, 00165 Roma - Italia
EUR ACCOUNT IBAN: IT15T0306909606100000168958
USD ACCOUNT IBAN: IT22V0306909606161009304690
SWIFT: BCITITMM
REASON: Ukraine Emergency

HELP THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS  
TO STAY CLOSE TO THE UKRAINIAN PEOPLE

OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS FOUNDATION AND TAX BENEFITS: 1) For donations from Italy: the OFM Fraternitas ONLUS Foundation is a non-profit foundation established by public deed that pursues exclusively social solidarity goals, 
registered in the Register of ONLUS held at the DR LAZIO in accordance with article 4, paragraph 2 of Ministerial Decree no. 266 of 18 July 2003. It is useful to remember, therefore, that charitable donations in favour of the OFM Fraternitas 
ONLUS Foundation: For individuals - are deductible from IRPEF to the extent of 30% of the amounts paid for a total amount not exceeding € 30,000 in each tax period (art. 83, paragraph 1 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017); - are 
deductible from the total net income within the limits of 10% of the total income declared. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). For Entities and Companies - are deductible from total net income up to a 
maximum of 10% of total declared income. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). The scheme cannot be cumulated with other similar tax benefits provided against the same donations. Payments, for the 
purposes of tax benefits, must be made exclusively using one of the following payment systems: bank, post office, payment systems provided for by Article 23 of Legislative Decree no. 241/1997 (credit cards, bank cheques and circulars). 
Cash donations are not included in any relief. If you do not know what the most suitable solution for you is, contact your trusted consultant or your CAF. Don’t forget to retain: - the bank or postal payment receipt; - the bank statement of 
the bank or company that manages the credit, debit or prepaid card with which you made the gift; - if you paid by bank or bank cheque, a receipt issued by the beneficiary showing all the data and the method of payment used. With the 
decree of 28 November 2019 “donations in kind in favour of Third Sector entities”, the tax benefits described above also apply to donations in kind, i.e. movable and immovable property. For further information, please write an email to 
fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org 2) For details of tax benefits from outside Italy, contact fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org

OFM FRATERNITAS FOUNDATION PROTECTS YOUR DATA. Privacy policy statement pursuant to art. 13 of GDPR 679/16. Your data are processed by the OFM Fraternitas Onlus Foundation - the data controller - with Registered Office in 
Rome, via di Santa Maria Mediatrice 25, 00165 Rome (RM), for the management of your donation and operations instrumental thereto (related to accounting management). Your data will not be transferred outside the European Economic 
Area, while access to it will be allowed only to duly authorised and trained personnel and to persons appointed as Data Processors or acting as autonomous Data Controllers.  The Data Controller does not use in any way automated decision-
making processes concerning the personal data of the data subject. The data will be stored for as long as the relationship remains active and within the terms provided for by the relevant legislation in force or for a different period of time 
to fulfil legal obligations under the supervision of technical and organisational measures suitable to guarantee the security of your data and the protection of your rights. You may exercise your rights under Articles 15-22 of GDPR 679/16 
by contacting the Data Controller at sostenitori@ofmfraternitas.org. The Foundation has appointed a Data Protection Officer (Company FGM Management Consulting S.r.l. identifying Dr. Carlo Nardone as the contact person) who acts as a 
point of contact with data subjects. The Data Protection Manager can be reached at the following address: dpo@ofmfraternitas.org. For further information on the methods used to process your personal data, you may consult the extensive 
information notice available on our website www.ofmfraternitas.org.

FONDAZIONE OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS
c/o Casa Generalizia dell’Ordine dei Frati Minori 
Via di Santa Maria Mediatrice, 25 
00165 Roma -Tel: +39 06 92917107
sostenitori@ofmfraternitas.org - www.ofmfraternitas.org

ONLINE 
at www.ofmfraternitas.org

If you would like to support our 
Franciscan activities and projects 
or have further information 
to get to know us better, 
you can call us on 06 92917107 
or cell phone +393207135875.


