
Discover the Franciscan friars’ helping project

THE UNIQUE ASMAT TRIBE 
The Asmat are a nomadic population 
of gatherers and hunters. 
They have to move from their village 
to search for food in the surrounding forest.
The basis of their diet is sago starch extracted 
from sago palms. This requires felling a palm, 
extracting the pith and processing it into a flour 
that is used to prepare meals. it is normal to 
find the villages empty when there are these 
expeditions, where even children are involved.
The Asmat are world famous for their skills 
as carvers and wood artists, an art that has been 
handed down from father to son for thousands 
of years.

HELP US 
TO PROVIDE 
A SCHOOL TO THE 
ASMAT CHILDREN:
the place to build 
a just future

PAPUA - Diocese of Agats
INDONESIA

A UNIQUE TERRITORY, 
THE LAND OF 1000 RIVERS 
The Diocese of Agats covers an area of 28,000 
square kilometres.
Most of the area is wet and muddy land with an 
altitude of only 1 to 2 metres above sea level, covered 
by mangroves, tidal flats, freshwater swamps, and 
rainforests in the lowlands. 
Streams and rivers dominate the landscape of Agats, 
which is why it is called the ‘land of thousand rivers’, 
they are essential as transport routes to connect the 
people of the 200 isolated and remote villages. The 
local Asmat people use traditional boats to transport 
goods and people.

The 200 Asmat villages are only connected by water

The Asmat, skilled woodcarvers, 
are Catholic

The houses of the Asmat are simple stilts

The Franciscan Bishop Aloysius Murwito among the Asmat youth



Aloysius Murwito,ofm
Bishop Aloysius Murwito, OFM

Agats, June 2023

Dearest Brother Massimo,
I am writing to you because I have a request that is particularly close to my heart. 

Here in the diocese of Agats, lives a unique Christian population that risks being 
overwhelmed by the encounter with the outside world that is becoming more and more 
intrusive. It is a population with an extraordinary knowledge 
of nature and a very rich spirituality. They are predominantly 
Christians. Just think that I had the great joy of ordaining the 
first native priest in 2019. But the reason I am writing to you 
is that the Asmat young people need to be accompanied, 
trained, and educated to be able to face the challenges of 
encountering the world that is changing around them.

No longer isolated and masters of the forests today, they 
need to know how to interact with state organisations and foreign people, because their region 
has become a regency of Indonesia with the inevitable consequences of coming into contact with 
people from other parts of the state, with other cultures and other ways of life and, above all, 
other interests, including economic ones. The Asmat parents are unprepared, frightened and 
overwhelmed. That is why they request for schools for their young people.

I took on this commitment and started the project of a school for Asmat youth. We 
started the  work in 2020 and already 95 young people are attending, 
but we want to meet all the requirements and to be able to do 
this we have to build 2 more classrooms and a dormitory for 
the girls. Here it is not possible to think of a school without a boarding 
school because the Asmat live scattered in 200 villages, far away and 
only reachable by water.

Only with the help of benefactors who are close to us 
Franciscans all over the world, can we hope to be able to continue this 
work. I therefore ask you to make the benefactors aware of the 

educational needs of the Asmat. Only through the school can we help them face 
the difficult challenge of meeting other peoples, other cultures and succeed in defending 
their art, their wisdom and their faith.

In communion,

Read the request 
  of Bishop Aloysius Murwito,
Franciscan friar, 
  Bishop of the Diocese of Agats

For Asmat boys and girls, 
school is essential



PHASE 1: EXPANSION 
OF THE SCHOOL AND CONSTRUCTION 
OF A NEW DORMITORY
Bishop Murwito has this people in his heart and 
wants to help them through this delicate phase. 
Since 2020, he has been building a school, which 
today already has four classrooms, teachers’ rooms 
and the presidency, a multifunctional space, and a 
dormitory for the children. There are 95 students 
currently attending. But in order to accommodate 
more boys and girls, there is an urgent need to 
build 2 more classrooms and the girls’ dormitory: 
only in this way will 60 more Asmat students be 
able to attend the school next school year.

PHASE 2: GUARANTEEING 
THE FUNCTIONING OF THE SCHOOL
Asmat families are very poor and cannot pay 
the costs of school fees. Therefore, every year, in 
order to ensure the school runs at full capacity, 
the Franciscan friars will have to pay for board 
and lodging for the students and the salaries of 
teachers and educators. The annual requirement 
is estimated at €127,110.

THE CHALLENGE OF MODERNITY 
Since the Agats region became a regency of 
Indonesia, civil servants, merchants, businessmen, 
from the many areas of the country have arrived. 
The Asmat, used to living isolated and on the edge 
of the world, are in a great difficulty because they 
cannot interact with the state administration and 
people with different cultures. The young people 
especially, when confronted with the new world, 
feel overwhelmed, unprepared, and cannot be 
helped by their parents, who experience the same 
difficulty. This is why they want to go to school, to 
understand and prepare themselves for the world 
that has changed around them. The Franciscan 
friars have devised an educational proposal to 
support them in this extraordinary challenge, 
enabling them to have the intellectual and 
cultural instruments to face the new reality.

To ensure that 60 new students 
can go to school!

Bishop Murwito among 
his Asmat people

To accommodate 60 more Asmat young people today we must expand the school

PHASE 1 EXPENSES

For Asmat boys and girls, 
school is essential HELP THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS 

TO SEND THE ASMAT YOUTH TO SCHOOL

Annual tuition fees for students € 12,300 
per year

Board and lodging 
for 150 students

€ 64,710 
per year

PHASE 2 EXPENSES

Annual salaries 
for basic subject teachers

€ 22,200 
per year

Salaries for teachers 
and college educators

€ 27,900 
per year

TOTAL € 127,110

PROJECT

Construction of 2 new classrooms € 31,000
Construction 
of the girls’ dormitory € 62,500

TOTAL € 93,500

APPROVED PROJECT
FOUNDATION OFM FRATERNITAS



Here is how you can support the charity projects 
of the Franciscan friars in Papua, Indonesia

The Asmat, skilled woodcarvers, 
are Catholic

THE CHRISTIAN AND FRANCISCAN PRESENCE 
AMONG THE ASMAT OF PAPUA
Before 1950, the Asmat never had any contact 
with the world.

Their very first contact with another culture 
came with the Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart of Father Setegward. One of the most 
effective ways to start communicating and 
creating friendships with the Asmat was to offer 
them mirrors, axes and tools. Then came the 
missionaries of the Order of the Holy Cross from 
Minnesota (USA) who built several churches, 
chapels and schools. 

In 1969, the territory of Asmat became a district 
for the Indonesian 
government. In the 
same year, Asmat 
became a diocese with 
Bishop Alphonsus 
Sowada OSC, the first 
bishop, a graduate in 
anthropology. 

In 2002, the Indonesian government elevated 
the district to a regency with Agats as the capital. 
Since then, migration from other parts of 
Indonesia of government personnel and traders 
with different cultural backgrounds has begun, 
transforming Agats from a traditional village 
into a multicultural society with which the 
population is unable to interact.

Since 2002, Franciscan Bishop 
Aloysius Murwito has been 
Bishop of Agats. He had the 
joy in 2019 of ordaining the 
first Asmat tribal and three 
deacons as priests: a gift for 
the Indonesian church and for 
Papua, a region with a Christian 
majority.

Aware of the difficulties the Asmat are 
experiencing, he is the promoter of the school 
for Asmat youth.

FONDAZIONE OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS
c/o Casa Generalizia dell’Ordine dei Frati Minori 
Via di Santa Maria Mediatrice, 25 
00165 Roma -Tel: +39 06 92917107
sostenitori@ofmfraternitas.org - www.ofmfraternitas.org

BANK TRANSFER
Bank: Intesa Sanpaolo 
Branch: 09606, Piazza della Libertà, 13 00192 Roma - Italia
Account Name: FONDAZIONE OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS 
Account Holder Address: c/o Casa Generalizia OFM, 
Via di Santa Maria Mediatrice 25, 00165 Roma - Italia
EUR ACCOUNT IBAN: IT15T0306909606100000168958
USD ACCOUNT IBAN: IT22V0306909606161009304690
SWIFT: BCITITMM
REASON: PAPUA SCHOOL ASMAT

ONLINE 
at www.ofmfraternitas.org

If you would like to support our 
Franciscan activities and projects 
or have further information 
to get to know us better, 
you can call us on 06 92917107 
or cell phone +393207135875.

OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS FOUNDATION AND TAX BENEFITS: 1) For donations from Italy: the OFM Fraternitas ONLUS Foundation is a non-profit foundation established by public deed that pursues exclusively social solidarity goals, registered in the Register 
of ONLUS held at the DR LAZIO in accordance with article 4, paragraph 2 of Ministerial Decree no. 266 of 18 July 2003. It is useful to remember, therefore, that charitable donations in favour of the OFM Fraternitas ONLUS Foundation: For individuals - are 
deductible from IRPEF to the extent of 30% of the amounts paid for a total amount not exceeding € 30,000 in each tax period (art. 83, paragraph 1 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017); - are deductible from the total net income within the limits 
of 10% of the total income declared. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). For Entities and Companies - are deductible from total net income up to a maximum of 10% of total declared income. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of 
Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). The scheme cannot be cumulated with other similar tax benefits provided against the same donations. Payments, for the purposes of tax benefits, must be made exclusively using one of the following payment 
systems: bank, post office, payment systems provided for by Article 23 of Legislative Decree no. 241/1997 (credit cards, bank cheques and circulars). Cash donations are not included in any relief. If you do not know what the most suitable solution for you 
is, contact your trusted consultant or your CAF. Don’t forget to retain: - the bank or postal payment receipt; - the bank statement of the bank or company that manages the credit, debit or prepaid card with which you made the gift; - if you paid by bank or 
bank cheque, a receipt issued by the beneficiary showing all the data and the method of payment used. With the decree of 28 November 2019 “donations in kind in favour of Third Sector entities”, the tax benefits described above also apply to donations in 
kind, i.e. movable and immovable property. For further information, please write an email to fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org 2) For details of tax benefits from outside Italy, contact fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org

OFM FRATERNITAS FOUNDATION PROTECTS YOUR DATA. Privacy policy statement pursuant to art. 13 of GDPR 679/16. Your data are processed by the OFM Fraternitas Onlus Foundation - the data controller - with Registered Office in Rome, via di Santa 
Maria Mediatrice 25, 00165 Rome (RM), for the management of your donation and operations instrumental thereto (related to accounting management). Your data will not be transferred outside the European Economic Area, while access to it will be allowed 
only to duly authorised and trained personnel and to persons appointed as Data Processors or acting as autonomous Data Controllers.  The Data Controller does not use in any way automated decision-making processes concerning the personal data of the 
data subject. The data will be stored for as long as the relationship remains active and within the terms provided for by the relevant legislation in force or for a different period of time to fulfil legal obligations under the supervision of technical and organisational 
measures suitable to guarantee the security of your data and the protection of your rights. You may exercise your rights under Articles 15-22 of GDPR 679/16 by contacting the Data Controller at sostenitori@ofmfraternitas.org. The Foundation has appointed 
a Data Protection Officer (Company FGM Management Consulting S.r.l. identifying Dr. Carlo Nardone as the contact person) who acts as a point of contact with data subjects. The Data Protection Manager can be reached at the following address: dpo@
ofmfraternitas.org. For further information on the methods used to process your personal data, you may consult the extensive information notice available on our website www.ofmfraternitas.org.


