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The mission of the Franciscan 
friars in Congo Brazzaville
The Franciscan missionary fraternity of “Notre Dame 
d’Afrique” in Congo Brazzaville was born in 1991 on 
the initiative of the Friars Minor of Italy with a twofold 
objective: the proclamation of the Gospel and service 
to the poorest. 

After a short period, the Franciscan presence also extends to 
the capital Brazzaville, where there are many children 
and young people, abandoned from an early age, who 
live alone, defenseless, invisible in the streets. 

For them, the friars have given life to the “Ndako ya 
Bandeko”, project, which in the local language means 
“house of the brothers”. At the beginning, the Franciscan 
friars welcomed street children and adolescents only 
for the night, to keep them away from the dangers of the 
street but the real need was to offer these little ones a real home in which to grow up. Among the 
friars who took care of the children there was also Father Angelo Redaelli, who died as a missionary in Congo 
Brazzaville in 2005.

Thus, the Padre Redaelli Center, was born, named in his memory, a shelter where children and young 
people can live in a family environment, eceive the affection they have never had, study, learn a trade and 
build a better future. 

Today, to continue their mission of charity and hospitality,  
the Franciscan friars need help. Read Br. Italo’s appeal
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Dear brothers, dear sisters,

My name is Br. Italo and I have been a 
missionary in Congo Brazzaville for over 20 years. 

I am writing to tell you about our Padre Redaelli 
Center in Djiri, on the outskirts of Brazzaville, a shelter 
where we Franciscan friars take care of 21 children and 
young people between the ages of 5 and 21.  Many 
are so-called “invisible” children, abandoned at birth, 
others have lost their families during the war, still others 
have been abused or driven away from their families of 
origin. Many of them, in the early days, slept under the 
bed for fear that someone might hurt them.

Among the latest arrivals, there are a brother 
and sister whom the police brought to us during the 

“We need your support to take care 
of these children and young people 
who have no one in the world.”

Br. Italo with Emmanuelle and 

Martin at the Padre Redaelli Center. 

a.m. 5.30 The alarm clock rings. The older kids help the little 

ones get ready and then we all have breakfast together.

a.m. 7.15 Primary school children and high school students 

start lessons at school.  

a.m. 12 The youngest children come home from school, always 

very hungry: it’s time for lunch!

a.m. 14 Secondary school students start lessons because 

they attend school in the afternoon. The children, on the 

other hand, do their homework, followed by the educators.

a.m. 17 Time to rest and play. Even the older kids come home 

from school.
a.m. 19  In the chapel we recite prayers together and then... 

everyone at the table! Usually our talented cook prepares it, 

but on Sundays, which is her day off, the older kids cook for 

everyone and look after the younger ones. For them, it is an 

opportunity to grow and learn to live together as brothers 

and sisters!

A DAY WITH THE CHILDREN 

OF THE PADRE REDAELLI CENTER

A moment of prayer together in the chapel of the Center.

Children and teenagers eat together 

with the friars in the refectory.



A mother with her baby at the dispensary. 

lockdown after their family abandoned 
them. Before, the Center only welcomed 
boys, but we certainly couldn’t exclude this 
little girl, only 5 years old. So we organized 
ourselves to meet this new need: today 
there are 5 girls welcomed and they are the 
princesses of the house. 

Here at the Padre Redaelli Center the 
youngsters experience, often for the first 
time, what it means to have a family that 
welcomes, feeds, takes care of and loves disinterestedly. 
All this, together with the testimony of the life of a 
Christian religious fraternity, the loving presence of 
volunteers and the possibility of studying provides 
children with a fruitful environment in which to learn to 
let themselves be loved and to love, in order to grow and 
flourish. 

We have also recently opened a medical dispensary 
to be able to offer medical care and medicines, both to 
our children and to the local population. It is an important 
work, which improves and saves the lives of many.

The costs and needs of the Center and the 
dispensary, however, are really many and we Franciscan 
friars cannot do it alone. That is why today I ask you to 
support this work of charity. Help us to welcome and take 
care of these children who can only count on us to grow 
up.

  

Thank you with all my heart

Br. Italo

P.S. I thank you in advance 
for your generosity, 
also in the name of all t
he little ones who, thanks to you, 
will finally find a safe home 
in which to grow up.

Your generosity is home, care and hope 
for the lonely children of Congo Brazzaville

The brother and sister welcomed 

to the Center during the lockdown.

The entrance to the Center 
dedicated to Father Angelo.



How to support the Franciscan friars in Congo Brazzaville

FONDAZIONE OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS
c/o Casa Generalizia dell’Ordine dei Frati Minori 
Via di Santa Maria Mediatrice, 25 
00165 Roma -Tel: +39 06 92917107
sostenitori@ofmfraternitas.org - www.ofmfraternitas.org

Help street children and 
adolescents welcomed 
by the Franciscan friars 
at the Padre Redaelli Center

Donate now and guarantee food and 
shelter for the children, contribute 
to the payment of school fees and 
materials and help to offer treatment 
and medicines to children and the 
local population.
And if you want to make a SPECIAL 
gesture of charity you can guarantee 
the reception of a child at the 
Center for an entire year. 

BANK TRANSFER
Bank: Intesa Sanpaolo 
Branch: 09606, Piazza della Libertà, 13 00192 Roma - Italia
Account Name: FONDAZIONE OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS 
Account Holder Address: c/o Casa Generalizia OFM, 
Via di Santa Maria Mediatrice 25, 00165 Roma - Italia
EUR ACCOUNT IBAN: IT15T0306909606100000168958
USD ACCOUNT IBAN: IT22V0306909606161009304690
SWIFT: BCITITMM
REASON: PADRE REDAELLI CENTER

ONLINE 
at www.ofmfraternitas.org

If you would like to support our 
Franciscan activities and projects 
or have further information 
to get to know us better, 
you can call us on 06 92917107 
or cell phone +393207135875.

OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS FOUNDATION AND TAX BENEFITS: 1) For donations from Italy: the OFM Fraternitas ONLUS Foundation is a non-profit foundation established by public deed that pursues exclusively social solidarity goals, registered in the Register 
of ONLUS held at the DR LAZIO in accordance with article 4, paragraph 2 of Ministerial Decree no. 266 of 18 July 2003. It is useful to remember, therefore, that charitable donations in favour of the OFM Fraternitas ONLUS Foundation: For individuals - are 
deductible from IRPEF to the extent of 30% of the amounts paid for a total amount not exceeding € 30,000 in each tax period (art. 83, paragraph 1 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017); - are deductible from the total net income within the limits 
of 10% of the total income declared. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). For Entities and Companies - are deductible from total net income up to a maximum of 10% of total declared income. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of 
Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). The scheme cannot be cumulated with other similar tax benefits provided against the same donations. Payments, for the purposes of tax benefits, must be made exclusively using one of the following payment 
systems: bank, post office, payment systems provided for by Article 23 of Legislative Decree no. 241/1997 (credit cards, bank cheques and circulars). Cash donations are not included in any relief. If you do not know what the most suitable solution for you 
is, contact your trusted consultant or your CAF. Don’t forget to retain: - the bank or postal payment receipt; - the bank statement of the bank or company that manages the credit, debit or prepaid card with which you made the gift; - if you paid by bank or 
bank cheque, a receipt issued by the beneficiary showing all the data and the method of payment used. With the decree of 28 November 2019 “donations in kind in favour of Third Sector entities”, the tax benefits described above also apply to donations in 
kind, i.e. movable and immovable property. For further information, please write an email to fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org 2) For details of tax benefits from outside Italy, contact fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org

OFM FRATERNITAS FOUNDATION PROTECTS YOUR DATA. Privacy policy statement pursuant to art. 13 of GDPR 679/16. Your data are processed by the OFM Fraternitas Onlus Foundation - the data controller - with Registered Office in Rome, via di Santa 
Maria Mediatrice 25, 00165 Rome (RM), for the management of your donation and operations instrumental thereto (related to accounting management). Your data will not be transferred outside the European Economic Area, while access to it will be allowed 
only to duly authorised and trained personnel and to persons appointed as Data Processors or acting as autonomous Data Controllers.  The Data Controller does not use in any way automated decision-making processes concerning the personal data of the 
data subject. The data will be stored for as long as the relationship remains active and within the terms provided for by the relevant legislation in force or for a different period of time to fulfil legal obligations under the supervision of technical and organisational 
measures suitable to guarantee the security of your data and the protection of your rights. You may exercise your rights under Articles 15-22 of GDPR 679/16 by contacting the Data Controller at sostenitori@ofmfraternitas.org. The Foundation has appointed 
a Data Protection Officer (Company FGM Management Consulting S.r.l. identifying Dr. Carlo Nardone as the contact person) who acts as a point of contact with data subjects. The Data Protection Manager can be reached at the following address: dpo@
ofmfraternitas.org. For further information on the methods used to process your personal data, you may consult the extensive information notice available on our website www.ofmfraternitas.org.


