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SOUTH SUDAN, THE POOREST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD

LIVING 
THE GOSPEL 
AS SAINT 
FRANCIS DID

Franciscan friars - witnesses 
and example for the youth of Juba
The Franciscan friars in Juba live in the complicated reality of 
a country that has to start living again after a bloody ethnic 
war. But in the capital, where a suffering and forgotten humanity 
carries on, the Franciscan friars bring help and hope. 
They are engaged in three main works of charity daily.

PEACE AND GOOD PEOPLE (PGP) 
PGP is the name of the group that the friars have 
formed together with some young people from the 
parish. Together they dedicate themselves to social and 
health care for those living on the streets, abandoned, 
and exposed to every danger. An example of how the 
Christian presence is a leaven in the world.

“Loking, a 23-year-old who broke 
his ankle, was lying on the side 
of the road for eight weeks with 
an exposed bone. The infection 
had eaten the skin off his ankle, 
and he could not move at all. We 

found him in extreme hardship, 
and with the Peace and Good 

People group, we took him 
to hospital, cleaned him 
up, fed him and paid for 
the operation.  

The PGP volunteers, 
including us friars, took 
care of the nights during his 
convalescence in the hospital, 
which lasted several days. The 
second operation, scheduled for 
10 February for a skin transplant, 
is no longer necessary. Thanks 
to the daily care of the PGP, 

the wound healed almost 
miraculously on its own. 

There will still be 
several months of 

recovery, then 
Loking will 
return to his 
village asking 
his family to 
take him back 

because he had 
run away. 

The PGPs continue 
to save lives, one after 

the other and spend their 
time with those who live on the 
street.”

• South Sudan is a landlocked country in central and eastern 
Africa with a population of about 12.6 million people, living 
mainly in rural areas with a subsistence economy. 

• South Sudan became an independent state on 9 July 2011 
with the capital Juba, the largest city in the country. 

• Following independence, the country has been plagued 
by ethnic conflict. 

• The lack of development of infrastructure and the destruction 
of existing infrastructure has prevented the development of 
the region and made it a place of pain and suffering, despite 
the presence of oil reserves, which could allow economic 
growth and prosperity for all the population.

• Conflicts in the country 
persist and have caused 
almost 1 million deaths 
and more than 4 million 
refugees.

• In this context, 
the Franciscan friars in 
South Sudan are very active 
in helping orphans, street 
children, young people, and the 
poor. The damage of the war is enormous, people have 
suffered unprecedented atrocities, family ties are destroyed, 
and misery is devastating. 
Our friars are trying to be a living sign of hope every day.



Help us to bring concrete gestures 
of hope to the poorest country in the world

THE FRIARS MINOR IN SOUTH SUDAN

“The youngest children were all abandoned and found by 
people who entrusted them to us. The first to be brought 
to us was a little girl who had been thrown in the trash. 
We immediately took her to the hospital for a check-up and 

then she stayed with us taking the name of Clare. 
She was also the first to be adopted by a family; now she is 

growing up, and she is very well.
The kids who are a bit older, on the other hand, come from the street. The 
most significant difficulty for them is detoxification from street drugs. They 
use a mixture of gasoline and glue that prevents them from 
feeling any kind of physical pain or even hunger —  
paradoxically, something essential to survive 
among the garbage, reduced to the discarded 
waste of society.
The condition of the orphans is mostly caused 
by the war and the enormous violence in the 
capital of the poorest African country. In other 
cases, children are abandoned out of ignorance 
or desperation. Like little Jadà who was found in 
the garbage because he was born with six fingers 
on each hand and was welcomed in St. Clare’s House. 
Today he is well because people are taking care of him.”

SAINT CLARE 
HOUSE 

Three years ago, the Franciscan 
friars opened a small orphanage 
to take in street children, aged 0 
to 15, who were living alone and 
without any role model. 
Today it houses 31 children who 
can enjoy their childhood and go 
to school.

SCHOOL 
SUPPORT 

As many as 200 children from 
impoverished families are helped 
to go to school with the payment 
of tuition fees. Families, on the 
other hand, have to provide books 
and notebooks to be involved and 
responsible for the education of 
their children.

2012. Three Friars Minor are in Juba, capital of South Sudan. 
The friars live a life of prayer and fraternity and dedicate 
themselves to the pastoral care of the faithful in the parish of 
the Holy Trinity. 

2013. Civil war breaks out in South Sudan.

2015. The Friary attached to the parish of the Holy Trinity 
is blessed. The friary consists of 8 bedrooms, an office, and a 
living room to be used as a classroom for school or meetings 
with parishioners.

2016. The project to help street children begins. The friars 
go out on the streets once a week and carry out around fifty 
treatments each time, meeting children and adults living on 
the street. 

December 2016. The friars of Juba ask friars from all over 

the world to pray for peace in South Sudan because the 
war continues and not a day goes by without the sound of 
weapons.

2018. St. Clare House opens to receive orphaned children 
who are supported in all needs, food, and education. The 
project to support schooling is also launched.

2019. Peace and Good people (PGP) is born, boys and girls 
from the parish who, together with the friars, go to meet 
children and street children together: they listen, help and 
care for these young people who are often wounded, sick and 
alone. 

2019. The leaders of the warring factions sign a peace 
agreement. A delicate phase of stabilization of South Sudan 
begins.



Help the Franciscan friars in South Sudan

Friar Federico, friar Drago and friar Joe Some of the children being helped

c/o Casa generalizia dell’Ordine dei Frati Minori 
Via di Santa Maria Mediatrice, 25
00165 Roma • Tel: +39 06 92917107 
sostenitori@ofmfraternitas.org • www.ofmfraternitas.org

ONLINE 
at www.ofmfraternitas.org

HOW TO DONATE:

PROVIDING CARE, 
SHELTER AND SCHOOLING 
FOR THE POOREST 
PEOPLE IN JUBA.

THE 
FRANCISCAN 
FRIARS 
NEED US!

Medical care, food 
and clothes for children 
and street kids

USD 6.800

Reception center and 
school for the orphans 
of Saint Clare House

USD 40.900

Support for school fees 
of 200 children USD 9.100

Total USD 56.800

Here are the annual 
costs incurred:

OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS FOUNDATION AND TAX BENEFITS: 1) For donations from Italy: the OFM Fraternitas ONLUS Foundation is a non-profit foundation established by public deed that pursues exclusively social solidarity goals, registered in the Register of ONLUS held at the DR LAZIO in 
accordance with article 4, paragraph 2 of Ministerial Decree no. 266 of 18 July 2003. It is useful to remember, therefore, that charitable donations in favour of the OFM Fraternitas ONLUS Foundation: For individuals - are deductible from IRPEF to the extent of 30% of the amounts paid for a total 
amount not exceeding € 30,000 in each tax period (art. 83, paragraph 1 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017); - are deductible from the total net income within the limits of 10% of the total income declared. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). For Entities 
and Companies - are deductible from total net income up to a maximum of 10% of total declared income. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). The scheme cannot be cumulated with other similar tax benefits provided against the same donations. Payments, for 
the purposes of tax benefits, must be made exclusively using one of the following payment systems: bank, post office, payment systems provided for by Article 23 of Legislative Decree no. 241/1997 (credit cards, bank cheques and circulars). Cash donations are not included in any relief. If you do 
not know what the most suitable solution for you is, contact your trusted consultant or your CAF. Don’t forget to retain: - the bank or postal payment receipt; - the bank statement of the bank or company that manages the credit, debit or prepaid card with which you made the gift; - if you paid by 
bank or bank cheque, a receipt issued by the beneficiary showing all the data and the method of payment used. With the decree of 28 November 2019 “donations in kind in favour of Third Sector entities”, the tax benefits described above also apply to donations in kind, i.e. movable and immovable 
property. For further information, please write an email to fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org 2) For details of tax benefits from outside Italy, contact fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org

OFM FRATERNITAS FOUNDATION PROTECTS YOUR DATA. Privacy policy statement pursuant to art. 13 of GDPR 679/16. Your data are processed by the OFM Fraternitas Onlus Foundation - the data controller - with Registered Office in Rome, via di Santa Maria 
Mediatrice 25, 00165 Rome (RM), for the management of your donation and operations instrumental thereto (related to accounting management). Your data will not be transferred outside the European Economic Area, while access to it will be allowed only to duly 
authorised and trained personnel and to persons appointed as Data Processors or acting as autonomous Data Controllers.  The Data Controller does not use in any way automated decision-making processes concerning the personal data of the data subject. The 
data will be stored for as long as the relationship remains active and within the terms provided for by the relevant legislation in force or for a different period of time to fulfil legal obligations under the supervision of technical and organisational measures suitable 
to guarantee the security of your data and the protection of your rights. You may exercise your rights under Articles 15-22 of GDPR 679/16 by contacting the Data Controller at sostenitori@ofmfraternitas.org. The Foundation has appointed a Data Protection Officer 
(Company FGM Management Consulting S.r.l. identifying Dr. Carlo Nardone as the contact person) who acts as a point of contact with data subjects. The Data Protection Manager can be reached at the following address: dpo@ofmfraternitas.org. For further 
information on the methods used to process your personal data, you may consult the extensive information notice available on our website www.ofmfraternitas.org.

BANK TRANSFER 
Bank: Intesa Sanpaolo 
Branch: 09606, Piazza della Libertà, 13 00192 Roma - Italia
Account Name: FONDAZIONE OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS 
Account Holder Address: c/o Casa Generalizia OFM, 
Via di Santa Maria Mediatrice 25, 00165 Roma - Italia
EUR ACCOUNT IBAN: IT15T0306909606100000168958
USD ACCOUNT IBAN: IT22V0306909606161009304690
SWIFT: BCITITMM
REASON: Saint Clare School

If you would like to support 
our Franciscan activities and 
projects or have further informa-
tion to get to know us better, 
you can call us on 06 92917107 
or cell phone +39 320 713 5875


