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INDIA

HELP US SUPPORT THE CHARITABLE WORKS OF THE FRANCISCAN
FRIARS IN INDIA, WHERE SAINT THOMAS PREACHED

POVERTY
IN INDIA:
THE
NUMBERS

Palamaner
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Madhavaram

33 %
of the world’s
poor live
in India

With

$35

$50

With
you contribute to the
purchase of a sewing
machine to enable
a woman to earn a living

you give 5 aid parcels with
essential items to the poorest
families of Palamaner to help
them survive the COVID-19
emergency.

With

$100

you contribute to the
construction of the activity
centre to give hope to the
youth of Madhavaram

Your donation is a sign of hope. Thank you!

HOW TO SUPPORT
THE FRANCISCAN
FRIARS
If you donate by bank transfer,
remember to indicate the purpose
as well as your name, surname,
and address so that you can be
thanked and informed about the project.

by BANK TRANSFER
to a bank account in the name of
FONDAZIONE OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS
BANK: Banca Intesa Sanpaolo
IBAN: IT15T0306909606100000168958
BIC-SWIFT: BCITITMM
REASON: India 2021
ONLINE www.ofmfraternitas.org

FONDAZIONE OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS
c/o Casa Generalizia dell’Ordine dei Frati Minori
Via di Santa Maria Mediatrice, 25
00165 Roma -Tel: +39 06 92917107
sostenitori@ofmfraternitas.org - www.ofmfraternitas.org
For more information on the activity of the OFM Fraternitas Onlus Foundation as well as on the processing of personal data by the latter, visit the
website www.ofmfraternitas.org
OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS FOUNDATION AND TAX BENEFITS: 1) For donations from Italy: the OFM Fraternitas ONLUS Foundation is a non-profit foundation established by public deed that pursues exclusively social
solidarity goals, registered in the Register of ONLUS held at the DR LAZIO in accordance with article 4, paragraph 2 of Ministerial Decree no. 266 of 18 July 2003. It is useful to remember, therefore, that charitable donations in favour
of the OFM Fraternitas ONLUS Foundation: For individuals - are deductible from IRPEF to the extent of 30% of the amounts paid for a total amount not exceeding € 30,000 in each tax period (art. 83, paragraph 1 of Legislative Decree
no. 117 of 3 July 2017); - are deductible from the total net income within the limits of 10% of the total income declared. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). For Entities and Companies - are deductible
from total net income up to a maximum of 10% of total declared income. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). The scheme cannot be cumulated with other similar tax benefits provided against the same
donations. Payments, for the purposes of tax benefits, must be made exclusively using one of the following payment systems: bank, post office, payment systems provided for by Article 23 of Legislative Decree no. 241/1997 (credit cards,
bank cheques and circulars). Cash donations are not included in any relief. If you do not know what the most suitable solution for you is, contact your trusted consultant or your CAF. Don’t forget to retain: - the bank or postal payment
receipt; - the bank statement of the bank or company that manages the credit, debit or prepaid card with which you made the gift; - if you paid by bank or bank cheque, a receipt issued by the beneficiary showing all the data and the method
of payment used. With the decree of 28 November 2019 “donations in kind in favour of Third Sector entities”, the tax benefits described above also apply to donations in kind, i.e. movable and immovable property. For further information,
please write an email to fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org 2) For details of tax benefits from outside Italy, contact fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org
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OVER

75%

of the population
survive on less
than $2 a day

27.5%

of Indians
live in almost
absolute poverty

POORS

THE CHARITY WORK
OF THE FRANCISCAN
FRIARS IN INDIA

“A poor fraternity
- with the poor
and for the poor”

CASTE
SYSTEM

although it has been
abolished by law,
the caste system
still operates.
It’s almost impossible
for the poorest outcasts
to improve
di tutti
i poveri their status.
del pianeta vivono
in India

33 %

Here in Palamaner, India, Franciscan friars are
committed to serving the most vulnerable. We
support families in need and try to help the poorest.
But we really need help if we are to respond to the
COVID-19 crisis and to continue our projects for
women and young people.

Br. Char les

HELP THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS
TO CARRY OUT CHARITABLE
PROJECTS ON BEHALF
OF THOSE MOST IN NEED

“COVID-19 ASSISTANCE” PROJECT

“PALAMANER WOMEN” PROJECT

In Palamaner, families live in extreme poverty and need. The
Franciscan friars have always cared for the most vulnerable by
distributing hot meals every day, visiting lepers, and supporting
families in need. Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the most urgent need is to help people to survive the emergency
- especially the poor who live by begging and odd jobs, as well
as the sick and the elderly.

Just as in many parts of India, women in Palamaner face obstacles
to their progress and are excluded from many sectors of the labour
market. Their role is limited to housekeeping, cooking and childcare.
For women from more impoverished families, this often means
being torn between the demands of caring for children and the
elderly and the impossibility of getting regular work to provide
for daily necessities, such as food, housing, and schooling for
the children.

Helping the poorest families
survive the emergency

Due to COVID-19,
many poor families in Palamaner
do not have enough to survive.

Project “COVID-19 Assistance” is a response to this time of
extreme financial crisis. Franciscan friars are committed to
helping 500 poor families in desperate need by providing parcels
containing the essentials for life. These packages are delivered
every month and include 10 kg of rice, 1 kg of sugar, 1 litre of oil,
some soap, and protective masks.
Franciscan friars distribute
parcels with rice, sugar, oil, soap
and protective masks.

Families

Cost per parcel Monthly Total

500

$7

Teaching a trade to the women of Palamaner
to achieve self-reliance and live with dignity

With the “Women of Palamaner” project, the Franciscan friars want
to offer the poor and marginalised women of Palamaner the
chance to learn a trade and earn an income that will support
their families. The project includes the opening of a dressmaking
and tailoring centre where 87 women will also follow awarenessraising programmes to become better informed about their rights.
They will be trained in a job that they can do from home, enabling
them to support themselves while continuing domestic tasks,
including childcare and care of the sick.

$ 3.500
Description
4-month dressmaking course for each woman
Sewing machine for working at home

India; from St. Thomas the Apostle
to the Franciscan friars
A POOR PRESENCE AMONG THE POOR
TO WITNESS TO GOD’S LOVE
• The arrival of
Christianity in India is
traditionally dated to
52 AD when the Apostle
Thomas
arrived
in
Kerala. The tomb of the
Apostle is honoured in
Chennai, (Madras), and
Christians in that area
are called “Christians of St Thomas”.
However, there is no historical certainty
about the arrival of the Apostle.
• The Franciscans were the first
Catholic missionaries to reach the
area in 1246, centuries after the
apostolate of St Thomas. The Order
in India today has three entities: The
Province of St Thomas the Apostle
in the south, the Custody of Mary

Mother of God in the north, and the
Foundation of St Francis of Assisi in
the northeast.
• In Palamaner, Franciscans have
been living in St Louis friary since
1949 and at present, there are eight
friars, ten novices, and 15 aspirants
from various parts of India.
• The Franciscans are committed
to the struggle against social
exclusion and the caste culture, and
to the promotion of the dignity of the
most deprived. Their apostolate is
directed towards the impoverished,
outcasts, and all those deprived of
their fundamental rights. Their aim is
to be “a poor fraternity, with the poor
and for the poor”.

In Palamaner, many women from poor families
have no opportunity to support themselves
with paid work.

With a sewing machine, women will be able
to work from home and continue
to take care of their families.

Beneficiaries Cost
87
$ 100
87
$ 150

Total
$ 8.700
$ 13.050

“YOUTH CENTRE” PROJECT

To provide the young people of Madhavaram with a
space where they can discover their talents and find hope
Many young people in Madhavaram Parish come from impoverished
families and do not have the opportunity to study, even though they
are intelligent and talented. They work all kinds of jobs to help
their families survive, and their talents are often wasted because
they are not valued or encouraged in any way. The problems they
face on a daily basis badly affect their lives. They end up dropping out
of school, entering into early marriages, and living in exclusion from
society without the possibility of a better future.

Many of the young people in Madhavaram come
from poverty-stricken families and do not have
the opportunity to study and discover their talents.

The Franciscans want to help the young people of Madhavaram
by setting up an activity centre to promote their growth and
development. This small and simple structure will accommodate
50 young people from the parish, and will include a library, a sports
field, and a programme of workshops and activities for the many
needs of the young people. By developing their talents and interests,
the Franciscan friars will help the young people of Madhavaram to be
trained and actively involved in the life of the community so that they
do not remain isolated and exploited.

Construction of the Youth Centre
Construction of a Sports Field
Equipping the Library

$ 6.000
$ 1.000
$ 1.000

SUPPORT BR CHARLES AND HIS CONFRERES AS THEY WORK FOR POOR FAMILIES,
MARGINALISED WOMEN, AND NEEDY YOUNG PEOPLE IN INDIA

At the centre, the young people will find a listening
ear and the help they need to integrate into the
community. They must not remain on the margins,
exploited and without a future.

